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most of the nuns and nunneries are located in the
Kwansai where nunneries originated.
The Abbess entered a nunnery when she was
seven years old. As a rule, parents bring their
children to a nunnery when they are between five
and six years of age and the head nun chooses
those whom she thinks show the most intelligence
and willingness and have the right sort of back-
ground. Thereafter the nunnery is responsible
for the children. Parents give their daughters
money for clothes and personal expenditures until
they take their vows when they are twenty-two
or twenty-three years of age.
The Abbess turned to acknowledge - the pre-
sence of a shaved headed moppet who had just
pushed aside the shyi, or sliding door. The child
was clothed in a regular school uniform and held
in her hand a tray of cakes which she deposited
before the nun with a deep bow. "That child is
one of eight we now have here," she explained,
"and like the rest she goes to tegular primary
school. When she has finished higher primary
school she will be sent to our sect school in Kyoto
for higher school work which will take five years.
During that time she.will study the regular higher
school work, flower arrangement, tea ceremony,
Buddhist theology prayers and also a little Eng-